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blubber which one race devours with avidity, will in another
by its very odour produce nausea. Nay, without looking
abroad we may, in the common saying that "one man's
meat is another man's poison/' see the general admission
that members of the same society so far differ, that a taste
which is to these pleasurable is to those displeasurable. So
is it with the other senses. Assafoetida which by us is
singled out as typical of the disgusting in odour, ranks
among the Esthonians as a favourite perfume; and even
those around us vary so far in their likings that the scents
of flowers grateful to some are repugnant to others.
Analogous differences in the preferences for colours, we
daily hear expressed. And in a greater or less degree the
like holds with all sensations, down even to those of touch:
the feeling yielded by velvet, which is to most agreeable,
setting the teeth on edge in some.

It needs but to name appetite and satiety to suggest
multitudinous facts showing that pleasures are relative not
only to the organic structures but also to their states. The
food which yields keen gratification when there is great
hunger ceases to be grateful when hunger is satisfied 5 and
if then forced on the eater is rejected with aversion. So,
too, a particular kind of food, seeming when first tasted so
delicious that daily repetition would be a source of endless
enjoyment, becomes, in a few days, not only unenjoyable but
repugnant. Brilliant colours which, falling on unaccustomed
eyes give delight, pall on the sense if long looked at; and
there is relief in getting away from the impressions they
yield. Sounds sweet in themselves and sweet in their com-
binations, which yield to unfatigued ears intense pleasure,
become, at the end of a long concert, not only wearisome
but, if there is no escape from them, causes of irritation.
The like holds down even to such simple sensations as those
of heat and cold. The fire so delightful on a winter's day
is, in hot weather, oppressive j and pleasure is then taken in
the cold water from which, in winter, there would be

12*